The following are answers to the second Community Feedback Survey — Distance Learning open-
ended questions. These results provide answers to the English, Spanish and Vietnamese survey
questions to the following two questions: “What is your top concern with distance learning?
(this question is optional),” and “What are you most pleased with about distance learning? (this
question is optional).” The comments have not been edited for spelling or punctuation. For
publication on our website, comments that identify, or by the nature of the reference could lead
to the identification of the respondent or OSD personnel or students, comments that contain
accusations/sensitive information, and/or profanity have been removed and noted in brackets.

What is Your Top Concern with Distance Learning?

Students don'’t really “learn” they just copy, paste, or google The info. Take it from a
current student.
Student, Capital HS

TOO MUCH WORK
Student, Olympia HS

Lack of supervision and motivation, leading to being distracted
Student, Olympia HS

That nothing is actually being learned
Student, Olympia HS

To much work
Parent/Guardian, Capital HS

Not able to understand what we are supposed to do
Student, Capital HS

so many different platforms- makes it so hard to stay organized, and way too much
work
Student, Olympia HS, ORLA iConnect

That I'm going to miss a deadline because of so many different platforms.
Student, Olympia HS

that it will be hard for me to learn things because i don’t understand what the teacher is
talking about
Student, ORLA hConnect

The amount and conflicting times of zoom meetings with full time work. A kinder should
not have 3 zoom meetings a week!
Parent/Guardian, McKenny ES



| cant learn through a [expletive] computer and this feels like an excuse for teachers to
be lazy as [expletive] and just assign us busy work instead of teaching and there is
WAY too much homework | dont even think | can get the complete by the end of the
year

Student, Capital HS

student is not motivated to do schoolwork away from school :(
Parent/Guardian, Centennial ES, Hansen ES

Graduating/saying goodbye to beloved teachers and the school.
Student, Avanti HS

Students aren’t motivated so you better not let their grades tank
Student, Capital HS

i am just not as motivated as i was in the beginning and the work seems like is growing
week by week
Student, Capital HS

Too confusing as to who wants what done and when, especially if more than one
student
Parent/Guardian, Roosevelt ES

Not reaching or teaching my student where they are at. My child has a 1:1 in class and
now I'm that person but having to teach the way the school does online and they don’t
learn that way. We were doing better with school the month that we were on our own
with no direction from the school. We did our own homeschool and things were perfect.
Now it's a mess and my student cannot focus online.

Parent/Guardian, Madison ES

my teachers don’t communicate what to do each week
Student, Olympia HS

Not understanding work given
Parent/Guardian, McLane ES

its gets tiring and we simply aren't motivated to do anything. we are used to the weekly
schedule and when in the comfort of our homes we don't want to do school work
Student, Capital HS

One of my children was already far behind and working on establishing an IEP, but has
not been completed. Now with school closing my child is even farther behind, and | don't
know how to recover from this or make up her learning.

Parent/Guardian, McLane ES



The amount of work
Student, Olympia HS

No motivation
Student, Capital HS

Khan academy is so far a better teaching source than the online work given
Student, Olympia HS

Not able to turn in assignments correctly or in the wrong place because of all the
platforms.
Student, Olympia HS

Too much online for kindergarten. They need less screens and more hands on learning
which is really hard to do while balancing helping my other kids with their school work,
being a mom and trying to work.

Parent/Guardian, Centennial ES

Finding motivation to actually do school work.
Student, Capital HS

My top concern with distance learning is my transcript and how this is going to effect me
when | start applying to collages.
Student, Capital HS

There is no singular platform for delivering instruction (google classroom, schoology,
teacher website). Some teachers offer no additional instruction (math instructions are
“read the book”)

Parent/Guardian, Olympia HS

Lack of interaction with classmates. Perhaps more group projects would help with this.
Homework just to have homework is not productive.
Parent/Guardian, Olympia HS

Teachers are kinda dumb and don’t really teach anymore
Student, Olympia HS

Nope
Student, Olympia HS

My child cannot do the work alone, so it requires my daily assistance.
Parent/Guardian, McKenny ES

Need a daily to do list To get the right amount of time and each day | know exactly what
| should be doing day by day with my child.
Parent/Guardian, Garfield ES



Khan Academy as main math option is not something that my student enjoys
Parent/Guardian, Avanti HS

Too many places to go. Conflicts with my other child schedule for online meetings. Lack
of clarity on required vs not reqd activities
Parent/Guardian, McLane ES

Quality of instruction seems low. | see teachers running around town during the day but
bragging about how hard they work
Parent/Guardian, Olympia HS

Theres no actual class structure going on and she is not motivated beyond what is
required
Parent/Guardian, Marshall MS

Teacher has not really been in consistent communication with kids
Parent/Guardian, Centennial ES

Too much screen time coupled with not enough interaction amongst the students.
Parent/Guardian, LP Brown ES

The fact that it is either an A or incomplete because that means that this semesters
grades will not count for anything because every one is going to have a 4.0. That does
not seam fair to the people who work are for there grades.

Student, Olympia HS

grades
Student, Olympia HS

| have a child in a different district and has more schoolwork as a kindergartener than
our child has as a 4th grader.
Parent/Guardian, Garfield ES

Lost interest.
Parent/Guardian, Washington MS

Some teachers are communicating with us, but others are not at all. They don't send
emails, their directions are vague or randomly posted. Many zoom meetings have be
set for the same time for multiple classes.There is no consistency in how assignments
are posted, when they will be due, and how we will be notified if they are not done. For
math my student just does 30 minutes of IXL each day. There is no actually teacher
interaction for the learning at all.

Parent/Guardian, Olympia HS



The teachers set Zoom class meeting times outside of actual class times and often
outside actual school hours. This makes it difficult for students who have jobs or other
commitments to attend.

Parent/Guardian, Capital HS

That | will stop caring without any order, even if | know there is graded assignments and
deadlines.
Student, Olympia HS

That they are completing projects but not really learning and retaining. We are more
concerned for her lack of learning than her getting the Covid-19 virus. If school doesn't
begin in the fall, we will look at moving somewhere were there is school.
Parent/Guardian, Marshall MS, Capital HS

Losing concentration since I'm at home
Student, Olympia HS

If everyone is going to get an A, then what is the point of online "learning”. I'm
concerned that my son will be behind next year especially with math, since he hasn't
learned much this last semester.

Parent/Guardian, Capital HS

What is going to happen for juniors in mostly senior classes once the seniors are done
Student, Olympia HS

Oly's schedule
Student, Olympia HS

[Student] has gone back to being shy and doesnt want to join cause hes nerves
Parent/Guardian, Madison ES

My daughter has no interaction with teachers or students - no Zoom meetings. She's
teaching herself or I'm teaching her. The teachers should be teaching.
Parent/Guardian, Washington MS

Having an unfair test grade go in the grade book do to lack of explanation during online
homework and notes.
Student, Capital HS

i have alot going on at home which makes all this hard
Student, Olympia HS, ORLA iConnect

Equity
Parent/Guardian, Jefferson MS



My senior is very unmotivated to finish up school and the little work that is being done
seems to be enough for the school. She is very happily meeting the very low
standards.

Parent/Guardian, Capital HS

Too much time sitting in front of a screen, social interaction with people.
Parent/Guardian, Pioneer ES

| cannot focus anywhere in my own house. i always go into school as soon as it starts to
do homework despite my classes starting at 10 or later usually.Student, Avanti HS

Sometimes | don't get the email for the project or help
Student, Olympia HS

Teachers assigning too much work, making zooms and assignments due at times
inconsistent with the schedule
Student, Olympia HS

There are too many platforms to log into to find work. As a parent | am not able to tell
whether my student did indeed turn in their assignments until it is graded showing 0 or
missing.

Student, Capital HS

there's so much work
Student, Olympia HS

| hate Capital high they don’t support my kid and they are Awful with the [expletive]
support IEP wise
Parent/Guardian, Capital HS

too much work to get done, and when you fall behind, its VERY hard to catch up again
because more and more work just keeps getting piled on
Student, Capital HS

Teacher communication
Parent/Guardian, Olympia HS

The amount my child is actually retaining. Social
Experiences, level of frustration and motivation.
Parent/Guardian, Hansen ES

As a full time working parent, | cannot five my children enough support to complete what
is being asked of them.
Parent/Guardian, ORLA Montessori



My son works hard for his A's. Frustrated that everyone gets an A or Incomplete. And
having my son ready for college. It doesn't feel like he's learning a ton right now. Some
work seems like it's just busy work.

Parent/Guardian, Olympia HS

My friends and | are having trouble with motivation. It's a hard time for everyone and for
me, while | try to find things to clear my head from the pandemic (walks and bike rides
or hanging out with friends online), | have a feeling of more stress that I'm not
completing all of the work on time.

Student, Olympia HS

working parents difficult to supervise learning
Parent/Guardian, Pioneer ES

Directions are confusing about what is required, making it easy to miss things.
Student, Olympia HS

The new grading system; Incomplete classes and how they're dealt with
Student, Olympia HS

That there are too much homework piled on top of one another it's hard to know what to
do, and the abundance of resources and links to programs also makes it worse. Needs
one place and more communication to work better.

Lack of motivation, since everyone is getting an A, a lot of people might stop trying.
Student, Olympia HS

It is not developmentally appropriate for young children. My child is better served by
enriching home activities than watching online videos.
Parent/Guardian, Roosevelt ES

There are sessions to get help with work, but the teachers are not actually teaching, no
live zoom lessons. Families are really in their own.
Parent/Guardian, Garfield ES

My WiFi is not good. The school provided jet pack doesn’t not work. My teachers don'’t
understand that | have other classes that take up a lot of time.
Student, Capital HS

The Flipgrid short videos are not a representation of the classroom. The teacher could
record their normal school day and break them up into smaller pieces for the kids. There
have been close to no resources or things for my preschooler to do. It’s essentially like
special education and preschool don’t matter but yet they are being pushed on to
kindergarten. Preschoolers should have just as much interaction with teachers and
peers like the other grades do. Plus have the option to repeat if the parents choose.
Parent/Guardian, McKenny ES



| am concerned that i may have to repeat my grade.
Student, Olympia HS

Not distance learning in the fall
Parent/Guardian, McKenny ES

My issue is how the district decided to grade students. My student has worked their tail
off this year to get straight A’s and now everyone gets A’s with less work! Are you
kidding me!!ll ’'m extremely upset about this decision! How does she stand out when
you only have to do the basic work to get an Alll Just because we are home and having
to do school on line, way to hand the students a trophy for work they could not do even
in the class room!

Parent/Guardian, Capital HS

My son is missing out on the necessary socializing for his age. | wish the
school/teachers would provide more online class time so he would at least have that
level of connection with others.

Parent/Guardian, Jefferson MS

My son rather be in the classroom, has to spend alot of time each day doing school on a
computer.
Parent/Guardian, Marshall MS

3rd grade has had more work to turn in than my fifth grader. It's hard to tell him that he
has to do more than his older brother does. It is really hard trying to help all of my kids
be successful with their school work when they are all doing very different things and I'm
only one person who also has other responsibilities and work to get done.
Parent/Guardian, Centennial ES

The grading system
Student, Olympia HS

Teachers not following 3 hours per week guidelines and having 1hr long zoom calls
every week day as well as multiple labs and assignments a week. Far surpassing the 3
hr maximum for non AP/CiHS and is doing it just because it's a class that has some
CiHS students.

Student, Olympia HS

My child is not challenged by the curriculum provided. When she was attending school
in the classroom setting she was doing advanced reading and math.
Parent/Guardian, LP Brown ES

Learning how to home-school my kids.
Parent/Guardian, McLane ES



Grading policy adopted by the school board. The draft plan presented by the
superintendent seemed much more thought out and helpful for high school students.
Parent/Guardian, Olympia HS

There is no break, teachers leak work out over the week so you don’t get any time off.
It's more useful to me to get all the work at once so | can do it whenever | feel
throughout the week and cross things off as | go, then have a day or two off before
receiving next week’s work.

Student, Olympia HS

Impersonal and not beneficial for higher level students
Parent/Guardian, Roosevelt ES

The lack of academic rigor both at the class and the grading level. The district has
implemented a plan serving the lowest common denominator which has put students
that work hard and care about their academics in peril. I'm disappointed that the district
can't figure out how to run even a limited regular schedule (every class every day for at
least X minutes).

Parent/Guardian, Olympia HS

Hoping she'll be prepared for high school. Not sure how much actual learning is going
on at this point.
Parent/Guardian, Washington MS

| find it hard to stay motivated especially since my grade is guaranteed to be an A if |
participate.
Student, Olympia HS

| find the schoology environment is not very user friendly. Too many links to follow, hard
for them to find things. Alot of time is spent just navigating the website, when it could be
easy to follow assignment links. Also hard for them to figure out best way to submit
answers if it's a pdf they can’t write on

Parent/Guardian, Reeves MS

He is not getting the social interaction he needs and there is little to no handwriting
done. Everything is being done on a computer which requires more parental supervision
and support so he is not very independent at all.

Parent/Guardian, Washington MS

| have a son with dyslexia. It's not beneficial for him and I'm not trained to teach him.
He’s going to be lost this coming year.
Parent/Guardian, Pioneer ES, Olympia HS

A or Fail. Include a C. There is no motivation to excel.
Parent/Guardian, Olympia HS



That my student won’t be ready for his next grade.
Parent/Guardian, McKenny ES

Too much stress put on us, too many online assignments.
Student, Olympia HS

that an entire semesters worth of learning won’t have any impact on our gpa
Student, Olympia HS

5th grade teacher not very consistent, not much homework or not clear on work
Parent/Guardian, Centennial ES, Washington MS

There are too many platforms to log into to find work for the students. As a parent | am
not able to tell whether my student did indeed turn in their assignments until it is graded
showing 0 or missing, then | have the teachers emailing me that they have not done
their work.

Parent/Guardian, Garfield ES, Jefferson MS, Capital HS

It feels more like work than learning. | don't feel like I've learned anything at all, I've just
been doing work.
Student, Olympia HS

Too much homework. More than. Before.
Parent/Guardian, Olympia HS

Getting emailed back quickly
Student, Olympia HS

Stress on students to complete their work without support from parents who are trying to
juggle work and helping their kids. They are struggle emotionally and so are parents.
We need to prioritize the students emotional learning/needs over their academic needs
right now.

Parent/Guardian, Pioneer ES

Some teachers don’t respond to emails
Parent/Guardian, Jefferson MS

Teachers and administration are not available for assistance. My student is struggling
with a subject and the teacher refuses to engage directly with my student. He requires
the students to email questions and then responds via email. This is not an effective
way to learn, especially for technical subjects as one question leads to another and
pretty soon a week has passed and no progress has been made. It is absolutely
ridiculous that staff and administration are being paid full salaries and are not available
for students to talk to. Also, no phone numbers are available to reach administrative
staff. Why? | (And millions of others) work from home and am available to my staff all
day. My confidence in his school has eroded drastically since distance learning started.



Parent/Guardian, Olympia HS

| want my child to get enough academic growth and not be even further behind.
Parent/Guardian, Pioneer ES

I'm not sure how well the teacher can adequately gauge how my child is learning or
what they need help with. Also, | feel like their success is partially based on how tech
savy their teacher is.

Parent/Guardian, Pioneer ES

Not enough Zoom sessions not enough teaching going on. Too much reliance on
children teaching themselves.
Parent/Guardian, Centennial ES

Motivation :(
Student, Olympia HS

Not meeting the grade standard.
Parent/Guardian, McKenny ES

It doesn't appear that teachers are sticking to the original distance learning schedule
that was provided. No zoom meetings have been held and | find my student having to
send emails to her teachers to receive any work.

Parent/Guardian, Capital HS

There’s too much stress put on us and you shouldn’t give more assignments just
because we're at home
Student, Olympia HS

More interaction with the Class, my student is missing classmates!
Parent/Guardian, Hansen ES

No teaching going on, only busy work. 3/12 actually teaching. Ridiculous, now they'll
get As or incomplete but no standards are being taught.
Parent/Guardian, Olympia HS

| have no motivation
Student, Olympia HS

Lack of teacher led learning via zoom. Only 1 out of 6teachers have required zooms
Parent/Guardian, Olympia HS

People who are not teachers making decisions for the teachers. Easy answer. The
teachers know the kids and the curriculum. Higher ups (above principals) back off and
let teachers do their jobs.

Parent/Guardian, Reeves MS



That my child doesn’t get behind.
Parent/Guardian, Pioneer ES

My daughter could be challenged more. But | signed her up for an online neuroscience
class.
Parent/Guardian, Madison ES

There seems to be very little structure, plan or curriculum to complete in a remote
learning scenario. Certainly this is difficult for everyone including schools and teachers,
but remote learning (online colleges, etc) have been doing this for decades. Months
after we've been sent home, it doesn't appear to be getting any better and there doesn't
seem to be much innovation happening to creatively keep our kids learning and
growing. We need full blown school remotely with daily classes,
assignments/homework and tests. Frankly, it's been pretty much useless.
Parent/Guardian, Washington MS

How stressed out | am and depressed and how much work you are giving us. This is a
very difficult time for everyone and we should NOT be getting this much homework. |
am doing homework for at least 10 hours a day just to keep my head above water.
Student, Capital HS

Too much work assigned each week
Student, Capital HS

There is quite a lot of work assigned, but little to no direction or education from
teachers. This is not distance learning, it self teaching. Poor for several of these
guestions is generous. We understand that it is difficult for teachers to pivot to online,
but there hasn't really been an attempt to do online education, just weekly emails of
assignments. There hasn't been an ask of parents to help or resources for parents to
help. Now teachers are threatening incompletes, against direction from school board,
for students performing at a passing level, without providing teaching opportunities.
Parent/Guardian, Olympia HS

New Format was Blunt and fast to where students would stress and lose motivation
Student, Olympia HS

Social and Emotional learning
Parent/Guardian, Olympia HS

Balancing working from home and teaching from home. My spouse works outside of the
home.
Parent/Guardian, Centennial ES

Inconsistency with the way assignments were communicated (email, Remind,
Schoology, Skyward, etc.).



Parent/Guardian, Capital HS

| do not want be distance learning in the fall
Parent/Guardian, McKenny ES

Can communicate with classmates.
Parent/Guardian, Centennial ES

Amount of work, how many different platforms it is on.
Student, Olympia HS

One of my students gets ALOT of homework and works thru the week to get it done.
The other gets hardly anything and is finished in 2 days. It's tough for them to have
such inequities. | am concerned about how much they are actually learning...
Parent/Guardian, Garfield ES, Jefferson MS

It is getting harder each week to keep my child motivated to do the work
Parent/Guardian, McLane ES

The organization of the subjects, what are actual expectations for students. Not having
access to teachers and not having any really interactions with classmates.The zoom
meetings for my student have been disappointing to say the least. There are several
different platforms that are being used for online learning and having things streamlined
to one or two would help with confusion.

Parent/Guardian, Roosevelt ES

| love the new grading system.
Parent/Guardian, Olympia HS

Meet the standard for current grade and be ready for the next grade.
Parent/Guardian, McKenny ES

Kids need to spend time with other kids.
Parent/Guardian, Boston Harbor ES

She is not learning the material as well as we think she can
Parent/Guardian, Olympia HS

Social engagement with teachers and peers
Parent/Guardian, Centennial ES

We moved this week from Google Classroom to packets because we don't like Google
Docs (or at least the way they are being used). The packets are also clunky. They are to
last 3 weeks, but are arranged by subject (one subject was even missing) instead of by
week. This makes no sense to us - why wouldn't they be arranged by the week so we
can only use one packet of paper? Arranging by subject means we are constantly
shuffling paper. Also, we (both parents) are working full-time outside the home. Our



second grader is in full-time daycare. That means we can only work on school in the
evenings or on the weekend. His daycare provider cannot teach him and he is too
young to work on his own. One assignment from the packet instructs us to go outside 3x
in one day and check the weather. This is not practical in our situation (since we are all
gone from the home 10 hours a day). Assignments like this make me feel like parents
working outside the home are not being considered.

Parent/Guardian, McLane ES

My student typically only has one zoom class per week. More synchronous learning
would be valuable.
Parent/Guardian, Capital HS

Not having enough motivation
Student, Olympia HS

That my child on an academic IEP is falling even farther behind
Parent/Guardian, Pioneer ES

Multiple platforms and no set schedule for each class.
Parent/Guardian, Washington MS

Not enough interaction with other children / classmates
Parent/Guardian, Madison ES

My kid is starved for social interaction... | really hope in-person school can happen in
the fall, but of course physical safety has to be prioritized.
Parent/Guardian, Roosevelt ES

There seems to be very little learning or instruction happening at all. The kids are on
their own and it doesn't seem to be improving at all.
Parent/Guardian, Centennial ES

| feel like | am learning but not really learning. How am | supposed to be prepared for
my next few years of high school?
Student, Capital HS

| do not feel that my student is actually getting enough instruction to really grasp new
concepts being taught. The teachers are doing everything they can, but distance
learning at this age does not makeup for in class learning. | am not sure students will
really be ready to move up to the next grade after such a long time out of the classroom.
Parent/Guardian, Centennial ES

No schedule
Parent/Guardian, Jefferson MS



The many platforms used are confusing for a 2nd grader to navigate especially in
conjunction with one another.
Parent/Guardian, Pioneer ES

Not as much as they would have learned in person, lack of socialization
Parent/Guardian, Olympia HS

lack of effective, structured phonics program. My child learns best from someone else or
online instruction programs
Parent/Guardian, Centennial ES

Lack of motivation to perform his best. Especially now that he knows he gets an A if he
engages.
Parent/Guardian, Olympia HS

The confusion and the communication barriers. | feel like | wasn’t told anything at all
until it was too late and now I'm at risk for an incomplete???
Student, Olympia HS

Not enough oversight on school work and interaction with the teacher.
Parent/Guardian, Marshall MS, Capital HS

Not knowing what the plan is not next year
Parent/Guardian, Hansen ES

that | dont get to move on cause i hate online school cause it stresses me out
Student, Olympia HS

In some classes to quality of instruction has decreased
Too many platforms!
Parent/Guardian, Olympia HS

Not enough time for schoolwork when both parents work full time.
Parent/Guardian, Hansen ES

meaningful lesson and activities, as well as trying to replace human interaction while
learning (which can't be done through a computer)
Parent/Guardian, Olympia HS

We can learn on our own
Student, Capital HS

The teacher hasn’t taught my child since school has been out. The reading assistant
teacher works with my daughter three times a week. | believe the kids need math help
small zoom groups just like they do for reading.

Parent/Guardian, Hansen ES



Quality
Student, Capital HS

Not enough Socializing. But understantable
Parent/Guardian, Garfield ES

Quite a bit of homework over the weeks. Usually goes over the 9 hour limit per week, for
me at least.
Student, Olympia HS

My child needs one on one learning and he can’t get that right now. He isn’t motivated
either when he’s not at school
Parent/Guardian, Jefferson MS

| have seen an overbearing work load paired with very minimal teacher interaction
among multiple students
Student, Olympia HS

Getting learning level appropriate material. All my 2nd grader's math is too easy, so |
supplement, but it would be nice to have some optional challenging work from the
school.

Parent/Guardian, McKenny ES

not enough Internet
Parent/Guardian, Capital HS

| am concerned regarding the amount of often unclear written instruction that is given by
the teachers. | understand that there is probably an overcompensation and worry that
they are not doing enough. Trust me, they are doing enough. Switching to an online
platform with out much warning is a big task...switching to an online platform with out a
pre-existing emergency plan from the district and constant indecision and delayed and
often changed decisions from the School Board has been very rough on teachers. It
seems to have improved, as everyone has settled into the new normal. | am concerned
that the social and emotional health of students and teachers alike will suffer since |
personally have withessed both groups expressing frustration, worry and being
emotionally challenged with the situation. It would be interesting to implement a support
system for both the groups. Of course parents are in between the students and the
teachers, so that is not necessarily always successful either. Overall we all have done
a good job navigating this incredible situation...l am certain the end of the school year
will bring on its specific challenges as everyone scrambles to not get an incomplete in
the classes or catch up here and there. | am confident that the more practice that all
groups involved have using the new platform, the better we will all get at it.
Parent/Guardian, Washington MS

| have been feeling like the amount of work sent out is too much.



Student, Olympia HS

Difficult to follow if work getting completed. If teacher is behind on grading assignments,
it gives alert in skyward saying assignments are missing.
Parent/Guardian, Washington MS

No one to provide the instruction when | am back at work. This is not adequate for
teaching new material. Zoom meetings are playtime, not beneficial at all.
Parent/Guardian, Boston Harbor ES

| feel that there are wide gaps between digital savvy teachers and those that are doing
their best but were not trained to go all online.
Parent/Guardian, Reeves MS

High school grading is a joke! There is a big difference between mastering the material
to receive an A, and a C. Also, telling students that they will get an A right now
encourages them not to do anything which will impact their ability to move forward next
year. Very disappointing and | hope this doesn't happen again!

Parent/Guardian, Capital HS

Distance learning has been fine. Our district, however, has completely failed to provide
clear, timely and transparent communication about what the plan is at the district level. |
rely on the rumor mill for most of my district news -- | don't think that's what you want.
Your parents talking among themselves about what the district ISN'T doing to serve
your population. Olympia School District is failing its families.

Parent/Guardian, Washington MS

Motivation
Student, Capital HS

Not learning very well need good explanations from teachers. Teaching myself is hard.
Student, Capital HS

Too many places to have to go to Schoology, gmail, Google classroom, classic, coderz
,Skyward messaging etc. All teachers school use 1 form of communication and learning
Parent/Guardian, Marshall MS

Too much busy work
Student, Olympia HS

How | do my work and it doesn’t work, | submitted some work and doesn’t count that |
did and | have to redo it over and over again.
Student, Olympia HS

Too many learning platforms!!! Teachers are not on the same page about how much
work to give so i’'m overloaded in one class but don’t hear anything from another one.



Student, Capital HS

Lack of motivation to complete assignments- learning should be put before work. There
is quite a lot of work assigned and not very much learning happening.
Student, Capital HS

| love the new grading system.
Parent/Guardian, Olympia HS

| would like the weeks assignments on Sunday to plan for the upcoming week.
Parent/Guardian, LP Brown ES

teachers aren’t reaching out to individuals who are getting work done.
Student, Olympia HS

No letter grades, everyone gets an A, too easy for kids to cheat, kids that work hard get
the same grade as those who do practically nothing, WiFi issues, teacher links blocked
by OSD, online classes don’t work well for the hearing impaired,

Parent/Guardian, Centennial ES, Olympia HS

Teachers do not communicate with eachother and assign too much homework for one
week with a lack of resources and very unclear instructions. The schedule is too
confusing to follow and I still don't know when specific teachers are assigning new work.
Student, Olympia HS

This has been a very difficult experience (for many I'm sure) my student has not wanted
participate in Zoom calls, and trying to motivate my student to do so resulted in
arguments that were not worth it. it felt as though there was no real connection anymore
between student and teacher. The teachers were using different platforms and
communication tools which made it very confusing. It has been very unclear what the
actual motivation for the students was and as a parent | found it difficult to help my
student understand the importance of staying engaged.

Parent/Guardian, Olympia HS

1 - quality of education. This spring has been, understandably, less rigorous and less
actual content. If we are in distance Learning mode in the fall, | would hope for much
more. 2. Some efforts at a cohesive experience. When the kids are in school, there are
a lot of common experiences that tie the high school experience together. Right now
there are six disjointed, unconnected classes and nothing else. | would encourage the
high school to do more around creating community, as a significant factor in the mental
health of teenagers.

Parent/Guardian, Olympia HS

its way too stressful. we need less work. teachers be like “i know this is a stressful time
for everyone" and then make us do 20 pages of work. my parents wont stop riding my
[expletive] for my grades but i actually am trying to get everything done.



Student, Olympia HS

Teachers not responding to emails and questions
Parent/Guardian, Olympia HS

It is both too much and not enough at the same time. I'm sure teachers are feeling this
as well. The work load and tech navigation is difficult to manage at home (especially
with working parents), and this age group is not good at time management. Home
environment is not ideal for learning either. Having said that, they are not doing nearly
as much as they would be in school, and | know parents (myself included) are
concerned about the kids falling behind--especially those who were already struggling.
It's hard to conceive of a solution other than some kind of rotation through school
facilities. We are all worried about the fall.

Parent/Guardian, Reeves MS

Motivation
Parent/Guardian, Olympia HS

It's difficult to support my children’s learning when both parents are still working outside
of our home. During the day we can’t be there to help with school work.
Parent/Guardian, LP Brown ES, Capital HS

Schoology is easy to use and my 3rd grader is able to be fairly independent, google
classroom is much less user friendly and it’s harder for the kids to be independent using
it.

Parent/Guardian, Garfield ES

I'm a pretty good student at school, but during this distance learning I've lost so much
motivation. I'm in this state where | can't focus on schooling and grades because this is
so new to me and | STILL haven't adjusted to the new environment. At the same time |
don't have a social life anymore really and that was part of what made working before
easier. | know | could be doing way better at school if | was at school, but during this
time | know | can't strive and do better than before. Just not my ideal situation.
Student, Olympia HS

My student is lonely and bored. Work is not high quality--boring and unsatisfying. Has
had NO real-time contact with teacher or classmates and that's really hard.
Parent/Guardian, Roosevelt ES

Not enough help or support for my child who is really struggling with the material. She
needs a lot of extra help and | feel like I'm doing it on my own (and am definitely not
gualified to do so).

Parent/Guardian, Centennial ES

My child is motivated to do the online classes and meetings but not the independent
work.



Parent/Guardian, McKenny ES

If the next school year starts before crisis is over there needs to be much more work,
zoom actual classes and grades not pass fail.

Parent/Guardian, Reeves MS

There are overwhelming information that parents are asked to read. Remember parents
are working from home so they have their regular office work. On a typical school day
we don't get to read so much information. This is really getting overwhelming
Parent/Guardian, Jefferson MS

| had to learn to navigate the student portal by myself. No references or guide to refer
to.
Parent/Guardian, Hansen ES

motivation to do assignments
Student, Capital HS

The amount of time | have while working from home full time to give to my child.
Parent/Guardian, LP Brown ES

That my 2nd grader will fall further behind in reading and my 5th grader won't be
prepared for 6th grade.
Parent/Guardian, McLane ES

That the schools will be closed in fall to and I'll be the one that has to introduce new
material. I'm not sure how well | can do that.
Parent/Guardian, Centennial ES

It's very hard to be working full time and helping support your child’s learning when you
are not home to assist until evening.
Parent/Guardian, Jefferson MS

How to motivate my child.
Parent/Guardian, Olympia HS

There is to much work per day, and grades.
Student, Olympia HS

Social interaction with peers
Parent/Guardian, Lincoln ES, Olympia HS

| had a teacher personally email me calling me disrespectful for titing my copy and
paste assignment “Busy Work”. | have to watch hours of video content each week. Most
of it is beyond miserable. I'm struggling desperately in [subject], not actually being able
to learn the content. Next week I’'m going to have to write an essay, which | don’t have
the time or motivation to do. | have no clue what’s going on with [subject]. Each Monday



| try and get all my work done, but | never can. As my mother said “It's school without
any of the good moments and memories”. I'm beyond upset with how my and my peers
have been treated and how little thought went into my experience up until now. You just
figured out how we were going to be graded? With five weeks left? Meanwhile my best
friend already was spending 12+ hours on school work a day, and now my boyfriend is
having to do as many assignments he can is that he doesn’t fail school. All of this being
said I'm a good student. | haven’t got anything lower that a B- in 5 years. This last
semester, the lowest grade | got was an A- in PE (due to absences). Even as a student
who was always in the front of the pack, | have always been filled with vile rage. | never
struggled with the whole school thing, but | have felt screwed over since day one.
Whenever | feel like that | image the kids that aren’t naturally gifted in school and | get
even angrier. The person that gets gold medals isn’t usually mad at the Olympics, so
why | must ask you are we mad at you? Why am |, an A student, so angry? Well as my
English teacher once told me, “lllegitimi non carborundum”. You have cut down my tree
of passion and with it I will light my fire of rage.

Student, Capital HS

| am getting assignment so much work, so many projects, that take way longer online
then if we were to do in class, and if | have a question | have to email and wait a day to
even get a response, by the time | got a response | forgot what | was doing

Student, Capital HS

Being stressed over work and teachers giving so much work more than in school
Student, Olympia HS

Loss of social connections that generate motivation for school particpation
Parent/Guardian, Avanti HS

My top concern about distance learning is the district not having a good system in place
for next year. Right now, everything doesn't matter alot. It's fine if classes aren't at 100%
for a couple of months, but if the district (or whoever is responsible) is unable to support
students in the fall, then their will be major impacts on the education system. The
Olympia School District is not handling this situation well, and if COVID-19 continues to
hurt our communities then the district needs to make major improvements on how it
functions.

Student, Olympia HS

Student struggling with work & teacher not being available or can’t walk them through it
like a one on one situation
Parent/Guardian, Centennial ES

No time for homework
Parent/Guardian, Hansen ES

(1) My son is only interested in math, but he's already ahead of the required
assignments (as an example got 100% in a pre-test last week). We're doing Prodigy



and Kahn Academy, but it's one-size-fits all right now. (2) My son is completely
unmotivated to do English/reading/writing. He's reading on his own, but hates the online
system. (3) I've also had to print out the math requirements because he was spending
hours just doodling electronically. (4)Also, we're grateful to have two (currently) fully-
employed parents, but it's difficult trying to oversee learning and getting to meetings and
completing assignments.

Parent/Guardian, McLane ES

| am worried about our long-term plan if schools are shut down next year as well,
especially if the rest of the world is able to start in-person classes. How would that affect
our IB tests?

Student, Capital HS

My kid is feeling super isolated (as expected). Maybe adding class Zoom times just for
socialization, like 15 minutes before class for chatting.
Parent/Guardian, Olympia HS

No organization, my child is given random Websites to log on to, no assignments, no
homework, no writing material. | have asked what unit my child was on in math and
reading several times, and have not gotten a response. All the websites given are just
game websites, no meaningful work. School is not using google classroom or any type
of platform to assign assignments. Not even offering paper packet pickups. | am very
disappointed. The only interaction that my child has with his teacher is ONE zoom
meeting a week ( she offers two but they are exactly the same). The teacher should be
teaching a lesson daily, not one time a week. My child has not had one actually
assignment, just websites that are games, which are fun but, that is not solid learning
material.

Parent/Guardian, McLane ES

2 adults working full time
Parent/Guardian, Boston Harbor ES

forgetting about work
Student, Capital HS

Inconsistent and changing information in regards to grading and distant learning plan.
Poor communication of these two items
Parent/Guardian, Capital HS

Parents working full time, not enough teacher interaction, multiple kids w/out time to
help or understand what they are learning, no possible way to get them motivated or
stay on task while working in an OT exempt position. Leaving homework as optional
lacks motivation and increases parental frustration.

Parent/Guardian, LP Brown ES, Jefferson MS, Capital HS

No much focus



Parent/Guardian, Madison ES

Teachers are not making contact with the kids face to face a priority. My son is not
going to contact them on his own but he needs to hear from the teacher to better
understand what he's supposed to do.

Parent/Guardian, Capital HS

why we cant we jest get a passing grade. im not motivated and i have limited contact to
techers. i dount under stand and feal like some teachers dount help my under stand.
Student, Olympia HS

they should just pass everyone
Student, Olympia HS, ORLA iConnect

That my child is spending too much time staring at a computer screen. That my child is
going to be lacking in social skills when they’re able to return to in school learning. That
other students will suffer during this time of distance learning and therefore the entire
class will suffer to help that child catch up to where they need to be. That teachers will
get more easily burnt out.

Parent/Guardian, Roosevelt ES

Not enough Socialization in preparation for kindergarten.
Parent/Guardian, McKenny ES

Limited feedback from teachers,
Parent/Guardian, Washington MS

Lack of access to teachers. Inconsistent teaching from teacher to teacher. Only 2 of 6
teachers have consistent Zoom meetings. Some teachers don’t know how to use
technology. There is a wide range of abilities regarding teacher comfort and use of
technology.

Parent/Guardian, Capital HS

My student spends a lot of time searching for information and teaching herself the
material. Luckily she is motivated, for others I'm sure this is a challenge.
Parent/Guardian, Olympia HS

Student struggling with homework and the teachers not being able to help, or even
understand where the student is struggling. Communication over the Internet via email
or text does not work.

Parent/Guardian, ORLA hConnect

No instruction from teachers. Teachers are assigning homework that’s it! There is NO
TEACHING.
Parent/Guardian, Olympia HS



Making sure my child doesn't fall behind, while my child is good at working in her own,
she does need help. Both parents are working from home and it is very difficult to help
balance everything.

Parent/Guardian, Pioneer ES

Lack of explanation on what assignments to prioritize. Posting powerpoints without any
explanation and no narration that just seems to list math problems for 1st graders is
pointless and confusing. Simple narration would go a long way. Zoom meetings are SO
helpful, but | get that's not possible for all kids, but videos or even narration would be
huge, as parents may not know how to teach certain topics (when did they change
math???), or, like me, are working from home and can't focus on quite so many things
at once. This method is doable and necessary. My sister's daughter goes to the private
school Olympia Community, and they're doing things simply but doing it right.
Parent/Guardian, Hansen ES

No concerns. | applauded the staff at Marshall Middle School. Excellent Job!!
Parent/Guardian, Marshall MS

No organization, my child is given random Websites to log on to, no assignments, no
homework, no writing material. | have asked what unit my child was on in math and
reading several times, and have not gotten a response. All the websites given are just
game websites, no meaningful work. School is not using google classroom or any type
of platform to assign assignments. Not even offering paper packet pickups. | am very
disappointed. The only interaction that my child has with his teacher is ONE zoom
meeting a week ( she offers two but they are exactly the same). The teacher should be
teaching a lesson daily, not one time a week. My child has not had one actually
assignment, just websites that are games, which are fun but, that is not solid learning
material.

Parent/Guardian, McLane ES

| have to check 4-5 programs EVERY DAY to see if there is new work to be done. it's a
nightmare. there is no order to the way my teachers are assigning work. gross.
Student, Olympia HS

Scheduling zoom meetings outside of school hours has been very problematic. This has
resulted in the need for our student to miss music lessons and excercise classes that
are also done online right now. Those are essential for our students mental and
physical health. Just because school is not in person does not mean students have not
other commitments. Please ensure that if this continues, school commitments are kept
to regular school hours.

Parent/Guardian, Olympia HS

The long term negative effects on the social/emotional learning and lack of connection.
My 3rd grader is self motivated and often will complete all his required work for the



week in one day (on his own without prompting) but is missing the connections with his
classmates and teachers.
Parent/Guardian, Centennial ES

Mostly the same problem as when at school. My son is on a 504 plan. Teachers do not
seem to consider students with 'special needs' when deciding to have six different
platforms for six different classes. When tested, my son ranks in the top 2% but trying
to track & focus his abilities using so many different platforms and click all the right
buttons (different in each platform) or submit his homework in six different ways, not
only kills his motivation and makes him feel inadequate but it has us constantly arguing
about whether things are done or not. Hard on him. Hard on us. Not representative of
his true understanding and skills.

Parent/Guardian, Capital HS

expecting to learning new curriculum without real instruction (read the book follow steps
to complete answers, only power point slides, no verbal instrucion)
Parent/Guardian, Washington MS, Olympia HS

She needs 1:1 quality speech services, which she is not getting.
Parent/Guardian, Boston Harbor ES

Will colleges care about this year. (Grades Wise) As if everyone who engages gets an
A, quality does not matter and that is a good thing as everyone struggles and not just
learning wise.

Student, Olympia HS

Unclear expectations and little guidance
Parent/Guardian, McLane ES

Ever changing accountability standards. Olympia District has been far behind the curve
from the beginning compared to other Washington school districts.
Parent/Guardian, Olympia HS

Not enough interaction from teachers because less than 40 minutes per day of
instruction
Parent/Guardian, Lincoln ES

Accountability for students
Parent/Guardian, Olympia HS

Not enough teacher/classmate interaction
Student, Capital HS

Not enough instruction from teachers.
Parent/Guardian, Centennial ES, Washington MS



a lot of time on computer! my child is on the computer 6-8 hours a day doing school
work.
Parent/Guardian, Avanti HS

So far the zoom meetings with classroom teacher is not value added because there is
no learning. Reward at the end of the week is more academic and not seen as a reward
by my child.

Parent/Guardian, Roosevelt ES

Lack of instructional time

Parent/Guardian, Capital HS

The materials seem very haphazard
Parent/Guardian, ORLA Montessori

Not enough new learning
Parent/Guardian, LP Brown ES

My kids not being ready for next year. Between the stress of COVID, my husband's job
(first responder), and various other health conditions it has been overwhelming, to say
the least trying to keep up with everything with the school too. We do our best to do all
the things but it's so overwhelming that often a LOT doesn't happen. | am lucky to get
30 minutes out of them let alone the several hours it has been suggested we putin a
day.

Parent/Guardian, Centennial ES

Lack of connection with peers. Social/emotional growth that comes from working
together in person. Long term emotional drain. My kids are sick of being home! :)
Parent/Guardian, Centennial ES

too much work way too stressful to keep up
Student, Capital HS

Some teachers are assigning too much work. Some it feels like busy work and is not
necessary. My child is a straight A student and is spending sometimes 5+ hours a day
on schoolwork and the majority of it is from one teacher. My child is doing more
homework than they did when school was in person. | think it's good to spend the day at
home “in school” but | want the work to be beneficial and not just filling his day with
wasteful tasks.

Parent/Guardian, Jefferson MS

Not getting the proper assistance from educators that are supposed to supply extra help
for my sons iep
Parent/Guardian, Garfield ES



| do not feel safe introducing screen time to my children. My daughter needs to play with
other children. Socializing is more important at her age than academic benchmarks.
None of her needs are met by the district offerings.

Parent/Guardian, Lincoln ES

My biggest concern is that | don't feel like I'm learning anything. During the school year,
| think we can all agree that school may technically be for learning, but the truth is that
many students motivation is solely based on grades. For me, it is what motivates me to
work hard, and now that grades are not as big of a concern, it jut feels like I'm being
assigned busy work.

Student, Capital HS

Whether or not my child is actually learning anything.
Parent/Guardian, Roosevelt ES

Too much busy work
Parent/Guardian, ORLA MAST

My student does not share what he is doing other than that he assures us he is getting
his work done. His grades and his teacher's comments reflect that he is doing just fine
but | fear he is doing just enough to skate by and lacks the motivation to seek more
learning opportunities. Missing soccer season and social interactions with friends has
had a big impact.

Parent/Guardian, Olympia HS

It's gonna last longer than the original plan for seniors
Student, Capital HS

Kids are meant to be and school and how to interact with peers and learn social norms
outside of a home environment. Distance learning destroys that and is going to ruin a
generation of kids if it continues.

Parent/Guardian, McKenny ES

Parents are both working and student is in middle school with three different places to
look for assignments and materials. Some teachers are communicating well others are
not.

Parent/Guardian, Washington MS

My top concern is about my registration at SPSCC and my future educational pathway.
Student, Olympia HS

Grades
Student, Capital HS

Kids with no supervision are texting during classes
Parent/Guardian, ORLA hConnect



the amount of hw and grading
Student, Olympia HS

teachers will not be clear in instructions and grade stupidly
Student, Olympia HS

Limited feedback from teachers,
Parent/Guardian, Washington MS

Parent/Guardian, Reeves MS

Hard to motivate to work on homework it's confusing . Too many windows need to be
opened to do homework the main page where you write answers is clunky . Kids are
having to upload copy and past their work written on paper to little windows . Also have
not been doing the p.e.or library lessons because it s a pain in the [expletive]. The
whole thing is a pain in the[expletive].

Parent/Guardian, McLane ES

lack of motivation/increased depression
Student, Avanti HS

| am also having to work from home and it’s difficult for my kindergartener to self study
or complete work without an adults help during that time.
Parent/Guardian, LP Brown ES

Too much busy work
Parent/Guardian, Olympia HS

Equity; we are a two-parent household both working from home and have plenty of time
and resources to dedicate, and it's still challenging for us, so my primary concern is for
families that don't have that privilege or luxury. Also, my cold is struggling with a "bare
minimum" mindset... There are lots of great supplemental activities presented in the
menus but since they are not strictly required she really does not want to explore them
which means teachers are putting in a lot of effort that is not being used
Parent/Guardian, Roosevelt ES

There are days where we cannot teach at all due to work obligations, and there is no
routine no matter how hard we try to create one (I work full time as a [occupation] and
my spouse is in an essential field as well), we struggled immensely during the weeks
where there was no guidance or expectations set by the district. It felt like there were 5-
6 weeks with no help or guidance other than sporadic check ins and a 'resource list'
sent by the district that was not helpful (I was unable to access any actual curriculum
and even if | could | had no guidance on how to teach it). We were all forced to
scramble and come up with new ways to do our jobs, but taking 6 weeks to figure it out
was excessive and disappointing. Presumably the district has an emergency plan for



disasters since we live in an area prone to earthquakes? In early elementary, these
concerns and complaints do not feel valid (even if they are to some extent) -- but | have
heard similar stories from parents of older elementary, middle and high school students.
it is disappointing. Now that we are in an actual distance learning plan - things are better
though this temporary state cannot continue indefinitely for families such as mine. | now
struggle with 1) a stressful full time job 2) being the sole manager of my child's
education 3) a child who is losing social skills through lack of interaction with peers (one
30min zoom session per week is not enough) 4) mounting social anxiety and avoidance
of interactions in my child again due to lack of social interaction. | am realistic and know
that the district cannot fix these things, but | expect this situation will be ongoing in some
way until there is a vaccine for COVID-19 and | would like the district to have a much
better plan for distance learning next fall (in the highly likely event that we will need it).
Parent/Guardian, Lincoln ES

| don’t feel that my student is getting much out of it.
Parent/Guardian, LP Brown ES

Being motivated to do homework, attend classes, and want to learn more about
subjects.
Student, Olympia HS

unhelpful, waste of time
Student, Capital HS

I’'m concerned that my student will make progress this spring but his classmates won't,
so then in the fall he will be bored while those topics are covered. (He already struggles
with being bored, so this will just make it worse.)

Parent/Guardian, Pioneer ES

Everything cause it sucks
Student, Olympia HS

Too many accounts to keep track of
Student, Olympia HS

Quality and pace of learning has decreased.
Parent/Guardian, Olympia HS

Students will not learn all of the Learning Standards for 8th grade by the end of the
school year. | hope they are prepared for High School.
Parent/Guardian, Marshall MS

My concern is the grading system. | cannot understand why the district came to such a
ridiculous decision to give every student an A. The criteria for giving an incomplete is
cumbersome. The model of “do no harm” could be applied by not lowering grades and
giving the opportunity for improvement but to hand out an A to students who have a C



or a D is not fair to those students who are taking distance learning seriously. It has
completely demotivated my student.
Parent/Guardian, Capital HS

My kids actually learning something. I'm don't pay taxes to teach my kids. The teacher
is supposed to be doing that. They should have daily zoom meeting where teachers are
actively teacher new material.

Parent/Guardian, McLane ES, Jefferson MS

My concern is still the quantity of platforms my student has to monitor/deal with in order
to complete assignments for all the teachers. One or two would be better than the 4 - 6
he currently has to log into or monitor multiple times a day. It leads to him missing
assignments or details on assignments.

Parent/Guardian, Jefferson MS

| get bored
Student, Olympia HS

Being able to complete assignments and have them in before the end of school with
limited time to work on them.
Student, Capital HS

Canvas-like platform (all in one) would be great
Parent/Guardian, Jefferson MS

| work full time and simply cannot give her the time she needs to stay caught up and |
fear she is going to fall behind.
Parent/Guardian, Roosevelt ES

My child does not really feel like it's school time when he's at home and is resistant to
trying to participate in activities at home.
Parent/Guardian, ORLA MAST

| have been stressed out with the amount of homework that my teachers have been
giving me. It is overwhelming and a bit ridiculous. | am also afraid of getting an
incomplete in one of my classes when | didn't get a fair opportunity to pass it.
Student, Olympia HS

Trying to teach a 6yo who cannot learn independently while working full time. In order to
do this the curriculum must be extremely consistent, easy to access, limited passwords,
apps, locations. If i have to spend more than 3 minutes finding it then it's not happening.
It helps if it's similar daily so | know when | break from my work about how much time is
needed to complete a project.

Parent/Guardian, McKenny ES



| feel my student needs one on one time with his teacher. My child is not motivated
enough to do their work or review the list of work due. | struggle with them staying
focused on the assignment while doing it online. | think my child might be able to focus
on the work itself if it were pages in a workbook

Parent/Guardian, Madison ES

Without the interaction with other students and teachers my child does not learn well
Parent/Guardian, Jefferson MS

When | first wake up, | am happy to do school work, but | have a zoom meeting then
and after the zoom meeting | feel drained and empty.
Student, Washington MS

My student essentials feels like she is teaching herself. Work is inconsistent between
teachers with tons of work for one class and not much from others.
Parent/Guardian, Capital HS

Lack of direction and too many different directions. For some classes way too much
homework without adequate education to go along with new hw assignments. Also
there seems a disconnect from some teachers with the reality families are facing in their
homes- having adults work from home, multiple kids with multiple needs and different
schooling structures, access to equipment, motivation for students under stressful
circumstances, etc. | don’t know the answer but more thought into how work is
administered and checked in with by teachers and staff could ultimately be very helpful.
Parent/Guardian, Jefferson MS

Missing out on social interactions with classmates and teachers
Parent/Guardian, Madison ES

My child becomes frustrated by the multiple online locations and formats to check for or
complete and submit assignments. They also give up easily on an assignment if there is
any glitch or problem with a website.

Parent/Guardian, Washington MS

My 5th grader finishes her required work in about 2 hours/week. My 3rd grader has
several hours of work every day. | don't see why there is such a huge disparity in
requirements. It seems like the higher grades should require more work. Also, the links
from teachers often don't work. | wish schools would just mail out workbooks or switch
to educational websites rather than trying to create their own content. That seems much
more efficient. E.g. they upload paper math worksheets, but it's cumbersome and slow
for students to fill them out online. Then they have to wait a week to get them graded.
Why not just use Khan Academy or Freckle for math? The kids can be corrected as they
go, which is much more helpful. Kids can also work at their own levels, which is not
happening with distance learning as they're all getting the same assignments. For
kindergarten, distance learning is not a great model. | now just homeschool my
kindergartner. | sit with her as we read to each other, then | print off math and writing



worksheets and help her with those. She does so much better with that than watching
videos.
Parent/Guardian, Centennial ES

How stripped down education is becoming.
Parent/Guardian, Garfield ES

It is non-existent in terms of ANY teacher involvement AT ALL.
Parent/Guardian, Centennial ES

Teachers assigning busy work instead and reading on secondary platforms instead of
teaching course material, passing out incompletes with little instruction and support, no
understanding whatsoever

Parent/Guardian, Centennial ES, Olympia HS

One of the many benefits we loved about OSD was the ability for educators to learn
where each student is at individually, and be mostly flexible once something is
established and working. However, with this distance learning in place, the educators
are back to teaching to the "lowest common denominator” - which is leaving a lot of kids
out, whether they are advanced, behind, or just bored. As a parent, | feel like there is a
*lot* of time being wasted on just watching a teacher read a book out loud (while
appreciated) or very slow instructional time. Perhaps it's just the pace of school being
slower than | remember, but my kids seem like they would love more opportunity to just
do the work. One of our kids, while understanding the material fully, just needs more
time to get through the assignments than others. But that extra time doesn't exist
because too much time is spent tuned in to a Zoom call.

Parent/Guardian, McKenny ES, Washington MS

| am expect not only from my parents but from my teachers also to keep learning and |
want to but | am being given so much work every week and | get really overwhelmed. |
still want to continue learning but it takes so much time to try and communicate with
teachers and stay engaged with all the work given.

Student, Capital HS

Grades
Student, Olympia HS

The length of time it takes to get a response from teachers regarding emails with
assignment questions and/or missing assignment questions. It's frustrating when they
state an assignment is missing when they don't reply to emails about said assignments.
Parent/Guardian, Capital HS

Seniors have lost motivation
Parent/Guardian, Olympia HS

The motivation to do the work on our own time



Student, Olympia HS

| don't like the grading system that has been decided on. | thought the previous idea
where it was possible to make your grade go up but not down would work a lot better for
most of the students because it keeps motivation to actually do well on your work up- if
it's essentially just completion, | feel no motivation to actually learn the materials, and
the work just feels like busywork. If there was the potential to actually work for your
grades (the idea that everyone just gets an A kind of de-values getting an A) I think
things would feel a lot more normal.

Student, Olympia HS

That he will not be ready to progress to high school level work.
Parent/Guardian, Washington MS

With the new grading matrix it puts teachers in a tight spot, they are forced to prescribe
an A to students who is doing little/insufficient/average work because they do not meet
the incomplete standards and also the district want teachers to avoid prescribing
incompletes. This situation is just unjust for the teachers and the students, an A is
supposed to represent success and excceeding expectations and now with this new
grading matrix and A grade has basically lost meaning, an A could now mean someone
met minimum requirements and that is just not right. In addition | fear now that due to
this new grading matrix students will also try less and participation will go down because
they know they are not working for a grade rather they just have to meet the minimum,
and that idea of meeting the minimum is not what we want our students to believe. |
think changing to this system is wrong, it teaches no life skills, in life we go through
rough times but our expectations in the workforce will stay the same, the point of school
is to prepare our students for success and | fear this system will do nothing but damage
our students. | know that i will continue putting 110% into all of my work, but i cannot
say that for the rest of me peers, already i see what i fear coming true just today in a
zoom for a class with around 30, there were only around 13 people in attendance and
almost all seniors.

Student, Capital HS

Being stressed about work
Student, Olympia HS

| don't feel it works for everyone, certainly not for my family. My child is learning every
single day from everything he is doing with us at home. And these are not things that
you can write in a school curriculum. He is in kindergarten and wishes he had more
Zoom meeting interactions because he adores his teacher, and wants to see more of
his friends and engage socially. However, creating daily schedules and homework
seems inadequate during these times. Every family has very different circumstances
and this feels like a burden. | feel the work should be to support and engage kids in
ways they are open to right now, rather than assigning work. As a kindergartener, | am
grateful that we don't have to deal with a lot of that, but | see many other families
struggling a lot because of this.



Parent/Guardian, Lincoln ES

Actually learning required lessons
Parent/Guardian, Centennial ES

Student does not have enough work. There are only 2 classes a day that assign work
and sometimes the assignments are so easy she is done in 20 minutes and not
engaged for long. She doesn't feel like she is learning much.

Parent/Guardian, Capital HS

My child’s growth and education
Parent/Guardian, Capital HS

It is so much work and | am a senior my priority is edgenuity and career cruising to
make up credits and everyday I'm flooded with new assignments I'm bound to fail. It's
terrible | have debated just getting my GED there is no way | can do everything and live
my life. Online classes suck there no motivation and | have 3 more classes on
edgenuity to pass! | can not do all of this.

Student, Capital HS

Teaching concepts with little guidance. For example, it has been a long time since | did
fractions and decimals and some of the methods to teach are different now. | don't know
these newer methods/how the teacher has been teaching them to solve a problem, so |
teach it a different way, the way | know to, and that leads to confusion on the part of the
student.

Parent/Guardian, Centennial ES

does not learn enough as in school
Parent/Guardian, Olympia HS

Not enough teacher interaction
Parent/Guardian, Olympia HS

When activities are considered optional, my kids will almost always opt NOT to
participate. Also one kiddo doesn’t mind the Zoom, the other really dislikes it. Also mom
as the enforcer Of the school work, is sometimes met with attitude.

Parent/Guardian, Pioneer ES

Teacher and peer social interactions, support and motivation, personality building and
discovery, conflict resolution and tolerance development, the things that ACTUALLY
make us successful.

Parent/Guardian, Garfield ES

My student has specialized teaching and she is unable to fully receive that at home.
Parent/Guardian, Jefferson MS, Capital HS



Teachers do not seem to know what they are supposed to do, how they are supposed
to do it, and seem mostly seem frustrated. There does not seem to be adequate
direction and guidance from the district/administration. Now is the time for all the high-
salaried administrative employees to actually do work really hard to implement a new
system that would have an immediate, positive, and urgently needed effect on the
classroom and students. Hasn't happened. Teachers seem to be on their own with
distance learning. Some do well, others do not.

Parent/Guardian, Washington MS

Growth and education
Parent/Guardian, Garfield ES

Not understanding the lessons. Can't get help when needed.
Parent/Guardian, Washington MS

Not knowing how to ask for direction at home. Socialization with other kids!
Parent/Guardian, Olympia HS

With so many different platforms to log into constantly, it is hard to cover all the bases
and make sure you know what is happening in every class. I'm just worried | will miss
something for a class.

Student, Capital HS

The grading issue seems to be a problem. Sometimes My student does not feel
motivated because it's mainly “optional”. | think kids need the external reqard to get
things done.

Parent/Guardian, Olympia HS

Not getting letter grades that are earned by doing hard work. An automatic A is the
dumbest thing I've heard of.
Student, Olympia HS

The huge disparagement between teachers communication and expectations. An
example is the [subject] teacher give 3 plus hours of homework with little direction and
taking days to respond to email questions and concerned compared to English teacher
who has a weekly outline, clear communication and responds rapidly to concerns.
Parent/Guardian, Olympia HS

Why am | being told I'm at risk for an incomplete when I've actually done all of the work
required?
Student, Olympia HS

Not enough to do. Not learning any new concepts.
Parent/Guardian, McLane ES



There needs to be only one place students go for assignments and communications. Do
not make any school work optional or my student will not complete. Same classes every
day at the same time with more teacher interaction just like in school.

Parent/Guardian, Washington MS

Growth and education
Parent/Guardian, Jefferson MS

Each of the teachers are all using different online programs and different ways of
communication. It would be great if we had one program and one specific way of
communicating. Even a zoom class with instruction would be beneficial. | would love to
see more structure with actual class times. | understand that this is all new for us and
we have all been thrown into this together. I'm hoping that it will be better for the next
school year. Thank you all for everything that you have done!

Parent/Guardian, Olympia HS

Slow paced. | would like my own options to accelerate learning while it's under my
purview.
Parent/Guardian, Madison ES

social and emotional well being. The learning part will happen and doesn't worry me.
Unfortunately | don't think we can attain the social and emotional well being that school
helps with. They need to move and explore. This is hard right now. | think when school
returns social and emotional well being should be a top priority over specific knowledge.
That is why | believe the PE, music, art, recess components should be the priority at
prek-5

Parent/Guardian, Garfield ES

Not enough work to keep me learning and engaged
Student, Capital HS

the amount of work and trying to get everything done on time
Student, Olympia HS

Varying levels of teacher participation. Some not doing anything at all and have made
no contact or very minimal.
Parent/Guardian, Olympia HS

The "A" or "Incomplete"” options chosen by the district does not motivate students or
teachers to participate in this learning environment.
Parent/Guardian, Capital HS

Dealing with technology is stressful to me. Our internet frequently has issues, which
makes accessing Zoom class mtgs and online work difficult at times. Google classroom
assignments and communication from this teacher is confusing. The transition from
Montessori methods of learning to standard curriculum methods has been a challenge.



Parent/Guardian, ORLA Montessori

Not enough for the student to do.
Parent/Guardian, McLane ES

The homework that is provided | feel like it is too much
Student, Olympia HS

As a single working parent | can not find time or balance to provide my child the tools he
needs to learn. He is behind in reading and falling further behind. If we are going to a
hybrid model next year, what are single working parents that cant afford daycare going
to do? No family here, its just us. This is not sustainable once | am back at work,
instead of working from home.

Parent/Guardian, Madison ES

Too many systems, they dont work, you cant find assignments, there isnt any
instructions for the work expected. The format online is horrible and not conducive to
doing assignments. They take e times as long to do if they had been on paper
Parent/Guardian, Centennial ES

i feel like i’'m not learning anything and we’re just going through the motions
Student, Olympia HS

too much work
Student, Olympia HS

Teachers are either giving too much, or nothing at all
Student, Capital HS

Not getting the same learning experience and knowledge from their teachers as they
would in the classroom.
Parent/Guardian, Marshall MS

That we do not have enough time to teach all the work that is being put online. There is
only 30 minutes of direct teacher and peer interaction each week, which is not nearly
enough, and there is no specialist support at all.

Parent/Guardian, Lincoln ES

My student is not being challenged enough, he feels disconnected and can’t focus
Parent/Guardian, Jefferson MS

Lack of integration of resources. Google classroom, learning boards, multiple web
pages and logins ...it isn't intuitive and takes too much parental guidance.
Parent/Guardian, Pioneer ES



It is not developmentally appropriate for young children. My child is better served by
enriching home activities than watching online videos.
Parent/Guardian, Roosevelt ES

| am most likely going to fail science because we have a incredible amount of links and
articles to read
Student, Olympia HS

Not getting the same learning experience as they would receive in the classroom.
Parent/Guardian, Hansen ES

Some teachers are assigning so much work its hard for my student to keep up, And way
beyond the scope of what would normally be assigned in a typical classroom setting-
they are also changing the times on zoom and poorly communicating that to students,
resulting in my student accidentally missing class from a last minute change. One
teacher in particular is threatening stuents with am incomplete for the year if they fail to
complete one assignment. On the other end of the spectrum, one teacher isn’t
answering emails, has no office hours, gives no assignments, and has seemed to
“checked out” of distance learning altogether. It would seem to me there’s absolutely no
oversight or management of these teachers-at all. While | understand this has never
been done before, some type of accountability for teachers, are going to have a very
difficult fime in the fall if this continues.

Parent/Guardian, Olympia HS

Too much homework in some classes and too high of expectations
Student, Olympia HS

As a parent of a special needs student, an online learning format is not very suitable for
them. | want to be clear that | am not blaming the teachers, as they are trying hard.
Their encouragement and innovative approach to this situation is admirable. It just
simply is not a suitable learning environment for special needs children.
Parent/Guardian, Centennial ES

Technology is always a challenge. Our internet frequently has issues or is slow.
Connecting to Zoom class is difficult with connection going in and out.
Parent/Guardian, Jefferson MS

Getting students to participate with high motivation.
Parent/Guardian, LP Brown ES

So far all of the resources have been assignments sent via email; teachers are not
using Zoom or conducting classes or creating engagement or interaction for kids.
Parent/Guardian, Capital HS

the stress and pressure it puts on students. too much homework



Student, Olympia HS

Working parents find it harder to support & help them learn, and track the kid's work.
Teachers are the best, | can't play the role of teacher or class friends.
Parent/Guardian, Hansen ES, Jefferson MS

Lack of instruction and feedback from the teacher. Zooms need to be small group and
include some instruction. The online Wonders is awful. | would like more relevant paper
materials. Doing math on packets and receiving feedback through drop offs/pick ups.
BOOKS! Please do reading with books. | would like access to my child’s math/reading
physical copies.

Parent/Guardian, Pioneer ES

Too much screen time
Parent/Guardian, Centennial ES

My concern is the grading system. | cannot understand why the district came to such a
ridiculous decision to give every student an A. The criteria for giving an incomplete is
cumbersome. The model of “do no harm” could be applied by not lowering grades and
giving the opportunity for improvement but to hand out an A to students who have a C
or a D is not fair to those students who are taking distance learning seriously. It has
completely demotivated my student.

Parent/Guardian, Capital HS

This is way more stressful than actual physical learning
Student, Capital HS

1. Some teachers were not tech-savvy to conduct online learning. Perhaps a school
tech support team could be created to help teachers initiate and manage video
conference meetings, scan and return tests/assignments, set up and manage
assignments, etc. My student has had a few instances where the teachers did not show
up for the Zoom meeting. There should be communication when a meeting is cancelled.
We schedule our family schedule (and who's on the Wifi) around all of our various Zoom
meetings 2. Parents are not receiving enough information about the impact of distant
learning on the IB program, the tests, how it will affect course transfers to college, how
scores will be determined. While we realize the school may not have answers to these
guestions, an update to parents is needed. I've paid for the 2019 tests - what is the
status of the tests? refunds? how will scoring work for course transfers? etc.
Parent/Guardian, Capital HS

Too much info. Very hard to facilitate learning for the kids when both parents work full
time.
Parent/Guardian, Reeves MS

Once you fall behind it is almost impossible to catch up. Also it is hard to work
sustainably i.e not doing everything last minute.



Student, Olympia HS

Sometimes | dont understand what the teacher is applying
Student, Capital HS

Teachers not grading the work in a timely manner and using different platforms to push
work out, would be helpful if teachers used the same method
Parent/Guardian, Olympia HS

One of my children has not had any opportunity for zoom or anything else ‘face to face’
with her teacher or classmates. It's frustrating to know that some teachers and classes
are doing all sorts of things together and that some are doing nothing at all. If there
were a good reason that my daughter’s teacher was not doing this, maybe I'd
understand but we haven'’t received any explanation. | would hope that if we are doing
this in the fall there will be clear expectations for teachers and families.
Parent/Guardian, LP Brown ES

One online platform less emails less paper for students too many emails and links
especially when you have three teachers to connect with part of IEP and IEP services
should be increased

Parent/Guardian, Roosevelt ES

Some teachers doing okay. Some not providing assignments or the assignments only
take 30 minutes for the whole week and aren't really addressing any new material.
Changing expectations, different grading between the teachers, different messaging
about everything between the teachers, all very confusing for my child.
Parent/Guardian, Olympia HS

| would like to see more challenging work
Parent/Guardian, McLane ES

unbalanced grading
Student, Olympia HS

My top concern is the grading policy that was just established. My son had straight A's
when school ceased. He has continued to work hard and do all of the assigned work
and is doing it well. Now everyone will get the same grade as him. | don't think that is
right. How do | give him any incentive to put in his best efforts when another kid barely
skating by will get the same A as him. My second concern is that not very much
instruction is provided. | was expecting classes to be held on a regular basis and that
has not happened.

Parent/Guardian, Olympia HS

Making sure my student is at the right level and retaining the information learned.
Parent/Guardian, Lincoln ES



We can’t access log ins and getting help is impossible
Parent/Guardian, McLane ES

My son has ADHD and is in 6th grade. We fight to keep screen time at a minimum.
Putting him on a Chromebook has thrown all of our work away. And he prefers to text
and doodle around on the Chromebook when the teacher's are talking.
Parent/Guardian, Washington MS

My concern would be that my way of teaching my child a way to do things is way
different from her teachers and it cause issues in the coming years
Parent/Guardian, LP Brown ES

Getting it all done correctly with my student

Parent/Guardian, Roosevelt ES

Teacher being more concerned with students socializing than getting instruction
Parent/Guardian, Centennial ES

Husband very hard to keep my student focused on don't work.
Parent/Guardian, McKenny ES

Not enough interaction with teachers and other students, and the lack of structured time
is very difficult for my student.
Parent/Guardian, Capital HS

Not accessing special education and IEP support. It doesn’t seem possible to replicate
this support online. I'm concerned about the quality of support my son is getting at
home not being adequate compared to the professional and organized support he
receives at school.

Parent/Guardian, Roosevelt ES

different logins and not user friendly, missing out on his last year at Garfield and Cispus.
Parent/Guardian, Garfield ES

Math and writing skills - getting enough practice to stay on grade level.
Parent/Guardian, Reeves MS

technological restrictions. many youtube videos referenced by my teachers are blocked
on my school account and require me to not only use a different device but also a
different email.

Student, Olympia HS

| am left to do the teaching and hoping I'm instructing correctly. | wish our teachers
could teach just like they always have, just via zoom.
Parent/Guardian, McLane ES



My child was dis-interested and not motivated. Also, also the new grading further
reduced effort. She's an A student, so she's now going to "slide" to graduation.
Parent/Guardian, Olympia HS

Teacher tune-out, teaching a class online should be a slam dunk. Teachers should be in
their classrooms. They would be all alone in their rooms or set up to do it on their
laptops like the rest of us from home. It all could be done. They should have class every
day. Not given direction once maybe twice a week if it works, and sent off with parents.
They can work together online and with classmates. How about getting them ready for
6th grade? There is so much that just stopped. It did not have to. Very disappointed
parent.

Parent/Guardian, Centennial ES

That my child isn’t learning as well as she would in a classroom environment.
Parent/Guardian, Centennial ES

Keeping track of all the work
Parent/Guardian, Olympia HS

Teacher regulation, some teachers have min 5 hours per week while some are
assigning 35 min activities for the week
Student, Olympia HS

Unnecessary
Student, Capital HS

Child does not have parent support to do distance learning. Parent works and cannot
offer assistance for a 2nd grader to be successful.
Parent/Guardian, McKenny ES

Special needs students do not learn well this way. The teachers are great; | place no
blame with them. But an online class is not well suited to the needs. These kids need to
be back in the classroom and having hands on learning experiences and encourage
ment. Mine cannot do Zoom classes by themselves, or any of the rest of their work, and
needs constant oversight and help. My biggest concern is the regressions | have seen
in my child and how this will affect next year, when they are supposed to be moving up
a grade. This doesn't just affect them in the short term, these are long term
consequences from the situation we are in. Already behind for what grade level they
should be in, for their age, they will be more behind next year.

Parent/Guardian, Centennial ES

That not all schools and classes of the same grade level even working the same school
are doing the same amount of work. My daughters teacher gives them assignments but
they span over several weeks (book reports, papers) however, they get very little day to
day stuff. The one zoom class the get is a meet up to just chat - no learning. | wrote an
email to her principal and was told she’s doing great; however, I've seen stuff for



another 5th grader at a different school in the district and it’s very structured and the
lessons build upon each other. I've been using that model but | should have to. She
should be getting this from her own teacher at her own school! Since my email to her
principal she added another zoom meeting - at 7 on Fridays for a read along. That’s
ridiculous! They’re over it by Friday night. Every single fifth grader should be getting the
same amount of work and time with their teachers and it was the responsibility of the
district to set those guidelines. We waited weeks upon weeks for equity only to get
none.

Parent/Guardian, Hansen ES

Lack of peer interaction

Parent/Guardian, Boston Harbor ES

The lack of support of the district.
Parent/Guardian, Pioneer ES, Washington MS

Anxiety producing
Parent/Guardian, McKenny ES

staying on grade level with math (and to a lesser extent writing)
Student, Roosevelt ES

Student finds no benefit with Zoom classes - too many people on, hard to focus,
teachers weren’t necessarily teaching but rather touching base - nice but not what my
student needs right now... teach the lesson, assign the work. Another idea is to post
video lesson by teacher - access by student on their time schedule. This will need to be
more organized/structured come Fall...

Parent/Guardian, Reeves MS

Lack of social interaction, lack of actual progress in learning
Parent/Guardian, Garfield ES

motivation
Student, Olympia HS

For my younger kiddo it's helping them navigate to all the different platforms. They don’t
yet have the skills to navigate to to classroom then kami then odd then wonders....so
many sites. And neither of them can connect to zoom without my help. The older one
manages computer work better with the exception of zoom.

Parent/Guardian, Hansen ES

| would like a Zoom connection with teacher and students each day.
Parent/Guardian, Madison ES

The math activities have not been going well. They feel more suited to having a class
discussion rather than working alone with a parent. They have been very difficult for my
student who normally does great with math.



Parent/Guardian, McLane ES

The stress
Student, Capital HS

Lack of peer interaction, lack of group projects
Parent/Guardian, Reeves MS

Need clear communication on expectations
Parent/Guardian, Lincoln ES

Olympia High School canceled at least some Spring activities without consulting parents
and students and allowing us the opportunity to explore together creative (and safe)
alternatives. Very disheartening at a difficult time, particularly for seniors and their
families.

Parent/Guardian, Olympia HS

Distance learning is distant and not effective!. Students are falling behind and this is an
injustice to our young people. My daughter is motivated to learn and is not getting
taught to keep up with what she was taught earlier. She will be losing the opportunity to
get college in the high school credits due to the limited teaching and the failure to allow
these classes to not be taught until 4 weeks after school was cancelled. With the low
incidence of deaths in children/teenagers and even cases of COVID-19 in this age level
it is not statistically sound that school is cancelled for children. Please look at what is
being done in Switzerland and Sweden and other countries in Europe where school has
resumed at least at the elementary school level. There must be a better way to provide
instruction to children whose parents are not fearful utilizing teachers who are not
elderly or who do not have other ilinesses or a weakened immune systems so that
school can resume for those children. We are failing to teach our children and a
generation will be losing the opportunity to learn if this continues. Stores and casinos
have been allowed to open soon but not school.

Parent/Guardian, Olympia HS

Procrastination
Parent/Guardian, Jefferson MS, Capital HS

Less social interactions and increased screen time
Parent/Guardian, McLane ES

Feeling socially engaged with other students and with teachers.
Parent/Guardian, Olympia HS

Anxiety producing
Parent/Guardian, Washington MS

Not enough face to face with teacher, Why isn’t it daily?



Parent/Guardian, Roosevelt ES

There needs to be only one place students go for assignments and communications. Do
not make any school work optional or my student will not complete. Same classes every
day at the same time with more teacher interaction just like in school.

Parent/Guardian, Washington MS

To much homework
Student, Capital HS

My student is struggling with motivation and is just really weirded out by the whole
situation. | think that the teachers are doing a good job and that their assignments and
explanations have been great.

Parent/Guardian, Olympia HS

Lack of actual progress with learning happening, especially in math.
Parent/Guardian, Garfield ES

The new update/message where all students will be receiving A’s for work turned in no
matter the quality and all students receiving A’s overall Is a big concern for me as a
student considering | have worked every hard to get the grades | have now this
semester and if everybody gets A’s colleges will simply look past this semesters grades.
In my opinion this is unfair to the majority of students and their grading concerns
/academic careers.

Student, Olympia HS

Keeping the kids motivated, and challenging the student.
Parent/Guardian, Marshall MS

It can feel really stressful for students, there is a lot to remember.
Student, Olympia HS

| am very disappointed in your board decision on student grading. After hearing the
announcement | watched some of the school board meeting to attempt to understand
your perspective and was even more baffled and frustrated. The district office,
leveraging their significant expertise as educational and administrative professionals,
engaged with actual educators and developed a plan that would work best for the vast
majority of students, teachers and parents. In unprecedented times such as these, it is
irresponsible and harmful to make decisions that benefit the few at the detriment of
most. It is your job to ensure the students in our district are educated to the very best
we possibly can despite remote learning challenges. Your decision undermines your
own district administration, school administrations, teachers, parents and thousands of
students who have been expending tremendous effort. | understand your decision for
this school year is final. But please, as you consider the upcoming school year, live up
to the expectations of your constituency, which in mass demands educational
excellence.



Parent/Guardian, Centennial ES

Lack of interaction with classmates and the loss of friendships, multiple online learning
platforms.
Parent/Guardian, Olympia HS

The many platforms used are confusing for a 2nd grader to navigate especially in
conjunction with one another.
Parent/Guardian, Pioneer ES

My child isn't going to continue to build on his learning.
Parent/Guardian, ORLA hConnect

Grades in the grade book, teachers not answering to emails
Student, Capital HS

Student is unmotivated, refusing to do daily work. Hard for parents to work from home
and monitor student schoolwork 8 hours a day too.
Parent/Guardian, Washington MS

It's better there is a mechanism to track students learning progress, so students know
what area need to be improved. Also, they need some guidance and a learning
structure. Parental involvement is important at this time point, but it's expected that
school system could provide more guidances to facilitate parents do teachers jobs at
home.

Parent/Guardian, Pioneer ES

Teachers are absolutely LAZY. Most are taking it as paid vacation. My daughter's
English online learning consisted entirely of writing ONE PARAGRAPH PER WEEK!
Only one teacher [staff] even had any Zoom/online interaction...and it was obvious she
would have preferred to do more, but was held back.

Parent/Guardian, Capital HS

None of us signed up for this. Teachers need more support.
Parent/Guardian, Capital HS

Log on and platforms are confusing and overwhelming. There is not a comprehensive
calendar. It would be helpful if classes and assignments could all be viewed on one
calendar.

Parent/Guardian, ORLA hConnect

The multiple online learning platforms. Stick to GOOGLE CLASSROOM and then
provide links from there to Khan Academy, McGraw-Hill etc.
Parent/Guardian, Centennial ES



Being unable to learn in a classroom setting with their teachers who are the experts.
Being with other children whom can help Each other if they have questions.

Most importantly , Both parents work 8 hours+ M-F so we are unable to supervise our
kids everyday to ensure they are following through with there homework and be there to
assist if they have questions. My kids need a classroom setting where they can learn
hands on from the teachers and be held accountable. My children also do not learn well
by reading off of a computer screen.

Parent/Guardian, Washington MS

All the different platforms and logins are very confusing for my student and her parents.
It'd be great to have a single platform or printed materials to work with. If distance
learning continues in the fall, having a workbook to work from would be easier for us to
follow. I'm also concerned that only 1/2 of the students in her class are participating in
the zoom meetings—there is a loss of community.

Parent/Guardian, Roosevelt ES

My main concern with distance learning is; the parent is the teacher and the parent is
also working. There should be some choices for online learning that include the
teachers are having classes and teaching live.

Parent/Guardian, Centennial ES

The disorganization at OHS. | am getting multiple teacher emails each day and it’s
overwhelming.
Parent/Guardian, Olympia HS

The amount of time we will continue to do distance learning.
Student, McKenny ES

School work turned in past the due date should not be penalized, since the student is
still doing the assignments. And teachers should understand that students do t have
access to internet everyday of the week

Student, Capital HS

The mixed messaging around grading. Nothing should have been sent out until it was
finalized. Moving targets are hard to hit for anyone, caused unnecessary anxiety.
Parent/Guardian, Capital HS

Making sure kids remain engaged and continue to love learning
Parent/Guardian, Reeves MS

How things will look in the fall.
Parent/Guardian, Centennial ES

Missing out on time with peers (especially as an only child)
Parent/Guardian, McKenny ES



Yep
Student, Olympia HS

Missing out of the fun and experiences of being in class with friends.
Parent/Guardian, Pioneer ES

Student: Afraid I’'m not learning everything | should be at this point. Gaps in knowledge.
Parent/Guardian, Marshall MS

Teachers not responding to emails and questions
Parent/Guardian, Olympia HS

accessiblity for anyone without privilege
Parent/Guardian, Olympia HS

He *does not* have enough work. He has less than 45 minutes a day, 3 days a week. |
do not feel that he is getting the amount of education he needs to prepare for next year.
If this is equivalent to the amount of learning he would get though regularly attending
school, there are some major issues. My child in kindergarten has at least double the
amount of homework and spends about 90 mins to 2 hrs a day 4 days a week, which |
feel is appropriate. | really feel like the middle school teachers are dropping the ball or
underestimating what the students are capable of.

Parent/Guardian, Marshall MS

Administration thinking that the current model will be beneficial every day (outside of
emergencies such as the current pandemic.)
Student, Olympia HS

Nothing
Parent/Guardian, ORLA hConnect

Parent availability to guide learning while working from home.
Parent/Guardian, Garfield ES

| find the new grading plan of either an A for doing any work or Incomplete TOTALLY
UNACCEPTABLE. My daughter has worked very hard to get A’s in her classes and has
worked on any extra credit available. She also has worked extremely hard to get an A
in her AP World History class and now to hear that it may not even be counted toward
her GPA is completely defeating to her. On the flip side, | heard a story recently of a
student who is a Senior and her family is undocumented. They all lost their jobs except
her. She is now supporting her entire family and cannot attend her online classes, so
she will be getting an incomplete. What kind of message are you trying to send to
students? Slacking off and doing the bare minimum counts the same as working your
butt off and doing the right thing. Allowing students to keep the grades they had on
March 13 or improving them is the most fair, just and equitable. FIX THIS NOW!
Parent/Guardian, Olympia HS



By not grading, most are not motivated. Concerned about academic achievement.
Teachers not coordinating- some giving way too much work, others not enough.
Student, Capital HS

I’'m tired of working 60+ hours at the hospital and my children’s teachers work a couple
hours a week. Other districts are teaching significantly better. Why are we giving 300%
to keep everyone healthy when our teachers are now giving 20%7?!

Parent/Guardian, Centennial ES

Not enough self motivation.

Student, Reeves MS

The amout of time the distance learning will continue.
Parent/Guardian, Washington MS

Lack of Interaction with teachers and wish we would have more often and frequent will
beneficial and interactive sessions as well.
Parent/Guardian, Centennial ES

There are no Zoom meetings, so my student never sees his fellow classmates. It would
be great to have some social Zoom meetings just so he can say hi to his friends face-to-
face.

Parent/Guardian, Reeves MS

Student engagement
Parent/Guardian, Roosevelt ES, Olympia HS

For my 3rd grader, it is that he isn’t fully understanding directions and it takes too many
“clicks” to get from the learning menu to the multi steps of the assignments. For my 5th
grader, it is that she doesn’t feel she is learning enough new material to be ready for the
transition to middle school. | wish there were more options for interactive time between
the kids and their teachers. Approx. 2 hours per week doesn'’t feel like they are
advancing their learning as much as not losing the skills they gained prior to March.
Parent/Guardian, Centennial ES

Not all schools are implementing it equally- inequality for students even across schools
Parent/Guardian, Capital HS

nothing i just really want this year to be over
Student, Capital HS

It is a difficult way for my child to learn. He has problems motivating himself to finish his
work. | sometimes do not have enough time to help him.
Parent/Guardian, Reeves MS



1. The School District's bizarre decision to give all the kids A's unless they're completely
ignoring teachers and/or doing overtly failing work. 2. Poor communication about what
constitutes an incomplete.

Parent/Guardian, Olympia HS

Not passing
Student, Olympia HS

Orla’s administration, the [staff] doesn’t seem to have a clear path to help student
Parent/Guardian, ORLA MAST

| don’t feel like | am learning as much as | would in school, and as much as | need to
proceed onto the next level of class.
Student, Capital HS

The number of learning platforms
Parent/Guardian, Avanti HS

The quality of education and lack of preparedness for future grades.
Parent/Guardian, McLane ES, Marshall MS

Lack of source materials to help students understand the lesson and assignments.
Teachers are not flexible nor adapting to the students
Parent/Guardian, Washington MS

Motivation
Student, Capital HS

My son has developmental disabilities that are incompatible with distance learning
Parent/Guardian, McKenny ES

Social distancing
Parent/Guardian, ORLA Montessori, ORLA MAST

Understanding when there is homework and due dates. Alternate homework
assignments for those having trouble with Google classroom. Deciding on one single
communication for classes, lessons, and other options when devices fail.
Parent/Guardian, McKenny ES, Washington MS

Equity
Parent/Guardian, Washington MS

My student is struggling with everything being in different places. He has a 504 plan at
school and was already struggling with organization.
Parent/Guardian, Olympia HS



That it does not at all replicate a classroom environment to fulfill students social and
emotional needs. As well, there is not enough time spent with teachers to learn the
material.

Parent/Guardian, Marshall MS

That it took so long to get organized. Once they did, the teachers weren't prepared to
use all the technology we paid for with our school levy $. What do they use their
Wednesday half days for?

Parent/Guardian, McLane ES

Student did not take it very serious. Grading was too lax. Requirements to participate
were not communicated effectively
Student, Reeves MS

The parents are doing all the teaching. 2 hours / week of zoom (which is all social) is
not teaching and neither is providing all these assignments. | would really like to see
the district move towards a true online school model that justifies the 14k/year they
receive for each of my kids. | am a single working mother. If If the district is really
unable to start providing true online school (not just handing me links and assignments
so | can do the teachers job for free) then | would like that money so | can enroll them in
a real online school or purchase materials that will better keep them engaged while I'm
working.

Parent/Guardian, Madison ES

Younger students can’t access it independently, so working parents have to help. This
gets very stressful.
Parent/Guardian, Pioneer ES

Instructions from teacher is needed. Teaching of subject material
Parent/Guardian, Capital HS

That decades of in-class teacher instruction has been thrown away. The idea that you
can foist the DL process onto teachers who have had between six months and multiple
decades of experience in the classroom is asinine. THE QUESTION YOU DIDN'T ASK:
What is my top concern about the 2020-2021 school year? | am not aware that OSD
has started to plan for distance learning during the first six months of the next school
year. Please start socializing this among our students, teachers, parents, and
community, anything less is negligent. The quality of the videos--teachers need training.
Specifically, the lighting has been an issue. One video was so dark you could barely see
what was going on (it was shot inside with a window directly behind the teacher).
Another video was shot outside and the glare was so bad that it was again hard to
watch. Some videos have been too long and some haven't had the content on screen.
The music teacher, Mrs. Thronson, should teach others how to do videos well! Her
videos are top notch. It's understandable that there's going to be a big learning curve
with everyone thrown into this, but if this is going to be something long-term, find those



teachers who are excelling at things, like Mrs. Thronson, and have them teach others in
the district.
Parent/Guardian, Centennial ES

There has not been any teacher interaction. Both parents working and not enough time
in the day for adequate teaching.

Parent/Guardian, LP Brown ES

None.

Student, Capital HS

My top concern is my child not being in a school setting environment. Due to her being
at home it is a constant battle to get her to do work.
Parent/Guardian, LP Brown ES

| find the whole process confusing zoom meeting links are hard to find and often not
where the teacher says they will be. Where using multiple platforms. English and math
have virtually no teacher communication. My son was below grade level of n both and
now he’s basically not getting instruction at all. I'm worried about the future of his
education. | am not an educatior and it is very difficult for me to help him.
Parent/Guardian, Marshall MS

Too much confusion about graduation requirements and grades.
Parent/Guardian, Olympia HS

That maybe the work load may be too fast for me.
Student, Olympia HS

That my child will lose out on the actual classroom experience that helps develop social
skills and enhances learning.
Parent/Guardian, Centennial ES

The time it took OSD to get organized. We paid for all of this technology, but not training
to start using it almost immediately? The teachers seemed ready, but were being held
back. Also, not all teachers knew how to use the technology. Doesn't some of our levy $
go to train them?

Parent/Guardian, Marshall MS

Not realistic to expect kids to learn during a crisis without structure and classsrooms
Parent/Guardian, Olympia HS

Teachers assigning busy work instead and reading on secondary platforms instead of
teaching course material, passing out incompletes with little instruction and support, no
understanding whatsoever

Parent/Guardian, Centennial ES, Olympia HS

Lack of clarity on assignments



Student, ORLA hConnect

Not possible to freely interact with classmates
Parent/Guardian, Lincoln ES

| dislike the weekly handout of homework. | would rather see all work given out on
Monday, and it's completion that Friday. It definitely makes it more challenging with the
daily handout of work for different classes.

Student, Olympia HS

It's hard for me to know how well my student is keeping up with the work. | do have
confidence in him/he's very motivated so I'm reasonably sure he's progressing well but
it's pretty opaque to me. | think part of the reason for this is my own issue--it's hard to
do my full-time job from home and also keep track of two kids' learning situations. | also
think that kids are just inevitably learning less this semester than they otherwise would
have, which is unfortunate.

Parent/Guardian, Olympia HS

Not enough engagement with peers and teachers
Parent/Guardian, Washington MS

As a parent of three IEP students it is very hard to step in and provide the direction and
support that my children need while also trying to work, maintain home life etc.
Parent/Guardian, Madison ES

The amount of work assigned per class is very inconsistent, | have been quite stressed
with the level of workload | have been receiving. | am very confused about what is
expected of me to complete. | feel very concerned about my grades in my classes and if
| am doing enough to meet the requirements. | have high stress over this because |
have not been updated on what my current grade is looking like so far. | do not know if |
am at risk of incomplete and would like to be notified in either case. It would be of great
reassurance to me if my teachers could notify me of how | am doing and if | am meeting
minimum standard.

Student, Capital HS

Being a single parent, working full time, it is very challenging giving my children the
academic support they need. Wish | could afford a tutor!
Parent/Guardian, Marshall MS, ORLA iConnect

They (as in teachers) are giving way to much work. Even if given a day for each class |
feel like I'm drowning in work, and the worst part is that now | am scared of getting an
incomplete. | feel as if teachers should not push so hard to try to teach us new things
when the work is hard enough as it is. | was learning something in Algebra and my
teacher tries her best but | don't feel as if I'm getting the help | need to learn. | just don't
understand the material and it's both hard for the teacher and | to understand what |
need and what they can do just over an email.



Student, Capital HS

Lack of motivation
Parent/Guardian, Pioneer ES

Teachers making it difficult to get an A
Student, Olympia HS

The classes design don’t seem to motivate my child to engage as they did in person
Parent/Guardian, Olympia HS

Motivation of my student and finding the time and energy to help when both parents are
doing full time school as well

Parent/Guardian, LP Brown ES

| want to see ALL teachers remain employed and at least host outdoor field trips in the
fall the way ORLA has done for years. Music classes could at least meet once a month
in small groups outside with a 6 foot distance, Parks have many covered areas so
instruments would not get wet. Art classes could meet to sketch. We can handle online
learning as long as it is expected, if we can go back to small group field trips per class/
subject matter , once a month. Parents can come too to ensure proper social distancing.
Parent/Guardian, ORLA hConnect

Too much screen time. Not enough learning how to use a pen and writing on paper.
Parent/Guardian, Olympia HS

Not having the physical help from a teacher
Student, Capital HS

Way too much homework is given and it's very stressful.
Student, Olympia HS

There is too much pressure on the student's. School was already very stressful, and
adding all the work they have been getting, adds more stress. During these rough times,
student's should be allowed to have it some what easier than it is at the moment.
Student, Olympia HS

Need more webex
Parent/Guardian, Capital HS

That it will not be offered as an option for next school year, because we want to stay
safe.
Parent/Guardian, Jefferson MS

Not a good learning environment
Parent/Guardian, Roosevelt ES



teachers themselves should email students who are in danger of receiving an
incomplete, and have guidelines for the student to get on track for an A. The mass email
sent out + no contact from some of the teachers is not very helpful.

Student, Olympia HS

Not a good learning environment
Parent/Guardian, Roosevelt ES

Missing the social interactions.
Parent/Guardian, ORLA Montessori

Technology not working
Student, Olympia HS

Social interactions.
Parent/Guardian, Lincoln ES

| wonder if my child is getting enough instruction to be prepared for the next grade level.
Parent/Guardian, Centennial ES

The expected workload is much too high. Especially since families were not and are not
prepared for distance learning. Although | understand the goal of keeping students on
track academically, | am concerned that keeping them at the regular workload is setting
them up for failure. It takes time and much preparation to be successful at distance
learning. | believe finding ways to decrease the quantity and not the quality of the
workload would be beneficial.

Parent/Guardian, ORLA iConnect, ORLA hConnect

I’'m concerned that my child may fall short of standards for fifth grade and start middle
school at a deficit; she finds some of the assignments very challenging and it's not clear
whether the work is something she should already be comfortable with, or if it should be
a “stretch.” We manage to work through it, but | remain concerned that the strategies |
learned in elementary math may not dovetail well with future instruction structured
around the district’s current math curriculum.

Parent/Guardian, Roosevelt ES

Little to no real-time interactions with teacher and classmates, little to no guidance given
to parents.
Parent/Guardian, Pioneer ES

My 8th grader has a hard time staying focused in this environment. | am gradually
learning that | need to really sit on her in order for work to take place. She tends to feel
overwhelmed by the different platforms/communication mechanisms that are being
employed (or, she is just frustrated by the whole thing and that's how she expresses
it...). Gradually we are getting used to the new framework. Teachers are also
improving the way they deliver information, which is appreciated. However, distance



learning for her is requiring a lot of direct participation from me (mom), particularly in
math and science.
Parent/Guardian, Washington MS

The variations in platforms, log ins, and zoom at the same school are hard to navigate.
The need for additional tools is overwhelming (taking pictures and uploading them into
templates where they don't fit, science experiments with materials you don't have, etc).
Parent/Guardian, McLane ES

| think teachers should make a point of directly speaking with each student individually
online once a week to touch base. The way it is now they only have a real class once a
week so contact is far less than normal and teachers should not leave student feeling
lost or overwhelmed. Or at least if an assignment is not turned in on time, to contact the
student to ask about it. Maybe they are having technical difficulties.

Parent/Guardian, Capital HS

too much work
Student, Olympia HS

There should be guidelines for teachers. My biology teacher has been doing an
awesome job giving us good materials and stuff, but my math teacher doesn't even
really know how to use schoology. She doesn't appear to know how to post
assignments, and she hasn't even been grading the assignments | turn in. It would be
great if she could get help and learn to use schoology.

Student, Capital HS

There is a lot to do for my kindergartner and all of his parents (mom, dad, and step-dad)
are essential workers. We had one really good week where, |, his mother, took more
time off work. But this isnt something i can manage consistently. It's been very hard to
keep up because of these factors and especially after i found out i was pregnant and
have had a very difficult first trimester. | wish he had more support and help that we
arent able to give him fully.

Parent/Guardian, Boston Harbor ES

| am concerned with my child's transition into middle school and making sure they are
prepared for the work load and that they have received enough instruction.
Parent/Guardian, Centennial ES

Students and teachers need a way to meet in person as soon as possible. It can be a
once a month outdoor meeting, a time for sharing student work or exploring a subject in
greater depth as a class. They can meet in small groups and they could meet outdoors
but There should be a way by fall for students to meet in small groups 6 feet apart.
Parent/Guardian, ORLA iConnect, ORLA hConnect



It does not work for my child who has an iep and special resource assistance. This
distant learning is way to difficult for him. He is very depressed.
Parent/Guardian, Pioneer ES

Time invested on parents part to prepare lessons. Would appreciate both online and
paper packets.
Parent/Guardian, ORLA Montessori

There are a multitude of families who have little or no internet connection/means to get
internet connection. | have great concern that students who cannot afford or are able to
access online learning will not be properly accommodated and thus their grades will be
negatively affected due to circumstances beyond their control.

Student, Capital HS

The kids are missing out on doing science projects/ experiments. My kid is hi-cap and
she has not received appropriate higher level learning resources, she is bored with the
math the reat of the class is doing. Writing assignments need to be checked and
assessed and kids need to be required to correct their mistakes.

Parent/Guardian, McLane ES

My wife works. | will start working again in 10 days. When | return to work, my son will
not have enough supervision to continue at the current pace.
Parent/Guardian, Centennial ES

No physical activities or not participate to PE.
Parent/Guardian, Capital HS

Does not fulfill purpose in attending campus classes (the arts)
Parent/Guardian, ORLA hConnect

My top concern with the distance learning plan is everyone receiving A’s. When there
have been students working very hard and have been dedicated towards school work
during the whole semester. Students have been working hard to earn their grade and
not to have it handed to them.

Student, Capital HS

There is limited to absolutely no instruction. My child is being given an extraordinary
number of assignments and assessments with virtually no teaching. This is inequitable
and not an accurate frflection of my child’s learning. Also | cannot keep track of the
schodules, platforms, expectations for each day let alone each week. | don’t know the
unit or sequece and | have seen no revised syllabi. I'm also concerned that no IEP
meeting has occurred, even after requesting multiple times and zero accommodations
are being provided. | intend to request compensatory education and I’'m considering
filing a formal civil rights complaint.

Parent/Guardian, Olympia HS



missing the due date of an assignment
Student, Olympia HS

How will the inferior online education services will help students next in-school term. As
in, will we learn enough to not fail next year.
Student, Olympia HS

school next year. especially my language class | am not going to be prepared for it.
Student, Olympia HS

Too much work given
Student, Olympia HS

His teacher provides almost too much explanation—to the point he won'’t read through
or watch it and | have to figure it out to explain to him. The google classroom
application is confusing, as is finding the correct document in the google drive or going
back to the classroom to submit after completing a google form quiz. Google forms
won’t accept answers that it thinks aren’t formatted correctly (for example, required him
to input 1234 instead of 1,234 and wouldn’t accept an answer with a dollar sign even
though instructions prompted for dollar sign in the answer. Getting the school chrome
book has helped, as now we don’t have to share the computer | also use for work—
thank you. Biggest challenge is when he has time at his dad’s house—dad can’t or
won'’t figure out the online platforms and my son is not yet savvy enough to manage
without help. | hope if this continues into next year | can work towards helping him
become more independent in managing the assignments. The assignments themselves
are fine—similar to what he was doing in class, and mostly things he can work on fairly
independently. The confusing part for him is knowing what to do and where to find it
and how to turn it in. His teacher is trying hard and makes lots of explanation videos but
that delivery method isn’t working well for him.

Parent/Guardian, LP Brown ES

Both parents are healthcare workers. Student has to go to Y Care 5 days a week. No
educators. Often missing Zoom check in and cannot get support to do homework. Have
to do everything when we get home from long day. Not sustainable.

Parent/Guardian, ORLA Montessori

Just keeping her engaged and excited about Learning. | know she misses teachers and
socialization, if there could be smaller groups to where they can see each other and
check-in, that would be great!!!

Parent/Guardian, Reeves MS

That my student will fall behind on academic expectations.
Parent/Guardian, Marshall MS

Some teachers have been very slow with updating grades so it'’s hard to stay up to date
on how I’'m doing.



Student, Capital HS

Lots of busy work but no real new concepts being taught
Parent/Guardian, Pioneer ES

The students don't get to see the teachers , there is no teaching happening, my child is
hi cap but | dont think her needs are being met. No letter grades, everyone gets an A,
too easy for kids to cheat, kids that work hard get the same grade as those who do
practically nothing, WiFi issues, teacher links blocked by OSD, online classes don’t
work well for the hearing impaired,

Parent/Guardian, Centennial ES, Oympia HS

My student being sufficiently prepared for high school.
Parent/Guardian, Marshall MS

[Student’s] motivation
Parent/Guardian, Olympia HS

That my student will fall behind on academic expectations
Parent/Guardian, Capital HS

Motivation
Studen